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　The present paper aims at making clear how George Eliot attempted a reconciliation 
between Christian world＇s view and scientific rationalism.  If we focus our attention to the 
text of Gwendolen, the heroine＇s matrimonial tragedy in Daniel Deronda, we become aware 
that the author＇s own view of human depravity is graphically illustrated through her 
insightful portrayal of the heroine＇s death in life in her marital impasse.  The readers are 
invited to participate in the process of Gwendolen＇s youthful belief in free will turning into a 
bitter disappointment and disillusionment with life＇s reality.  We recognize in this drama a 
plot of the protagonist＇s dawning sense of law through her suffering and sorrow.  Thus we are 
shown into the inner mechanism of the heroine＇s conscience being forged by the tragedy.  
The textual analysis illuminates that the discourse of the heroine＇s inner drama is rich in 
































































































































































































law in the material and moral world ─ of that 
invariability of sequence”（R. W. Mackay＇s The 







　　 In the schoolroom her [Gwendolen＇s] quick 
mind had taken readily that strong starch of 
unexplained rules and disconnected facts which 
saves ignorance from any painful sense of 
limpness; and what remained of all things 
knowable , she was conscious of being 
sufficiently acquainted with through novels, 
















































































　　 . . . it [the life of the true artist] is out of the 
reach of any but choice organizations ─ 
natures framed to love perfection and to labour 
for it; ready, like all true lovers, to endure, to 
wait, to say, I am not yet worthy, but she ─ 
Art, my mistress ─ is worthy, and I will live to 
merit her. . . . the honour comes from the 
i n w a r d  v o c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  h a r d - w o n 
achievement: there is no honour in donning the 
life as a livery. (23: 236)
“choice organizations ─ natures framed to love 





















　　 Our speech even when we are most single-
minded can never take its line absolutely from 
one impulse; but Klesmer ＇s was as far as 
possible directed by compassion for poor 
Gwendolen＇s ignorant eagerness to enter on a 
course of which he saw all the miserable details 
with a definiteness which he could not if he 


















る。“living words fed with the blood of relevant 
meaning, and made musical by the continual 
intercommunication of sensibility and thought.” 

























　　 Gwendolen＇s will had seemed imperious in its 
small girlish sway; but it was a will of the 
creature with a large discourse of imaginative 
fears: a shadow would have been enough to 
relax its hold.  And she had found a will like 
that of crab or a boa-constrictor which goes on 




































　　 Church was not 6 markedly distinguished in her 
mind from the other forms of self-presentation, 
for marriage had included no instruction that 
enabled her to connect liturgy and sermon with 
any larger order of the world than that of 
unexplained and perhaps inexplicable social 
福永　信哲
− 52 −
fashions.  While a laudable zeal was laboring to 
carry the light of spiritual law up the alleys 
where law is chiefly known as the policeman, 
the brilliant Mrs Grandcourt, condescending a 
little to a fashionable Rector and conscious of a 
feminine advantage over a learned Dean, was, 
so far as pastoral care and religious fellowship 
were concerned, in as complete a solitude as a 
































置づけられているのである。“condescending a little 
to a fashionable Rector and conscious of a feminine 












　　 Can we wonder at the practical submission 
which hid her constructive rebellion?  The 
combination is common enough, as we know 
from the number of persons who make us 
aware of it in their own case by a clamorous 
unwearied statement of the reasons against 
their submitting to a situation which, on 
i n q u i r y,  w e d i s c o v e r  t o  b e  t h e  l e a s t 
d isagreeable wi th in thei r reach.  Poor 
Gwendolen had both too much and too little 
mental power and dignity to make herself 
exceptional.  No wonder that Deronda now 
marked some hardening in a look and manner 
which were schooled daily to the suppression 























had both too much and too little mental power and 























　　 The idea of a God who not only sympathizes with 
all we feel and endure for our fellow-men, but who 
will pour new life into our too languid love, and 
give firmness to our vacillating purpose, is an 
extension and multiplication of the effects 
produced by human sympathy; (“Evangelical 





























　　 Passion is of the nature of seed, and finds 
nourishment within, tending to a predominance 
which determines all currents towards itself, 
and makes the whole life its tributary.  And the 
intensest form of hatred is that rooted in fear, 
w h i c h c o m p e l s t o s i l e n c e a n d d r i v e s 




























　　 I am selfish.  I have never thought much of any 
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one＇s feelings, except my mother＇s.  I have not 
been fond of people. ─ But what can I do? . . . 
the world is all confusion to me . . . You say I 
am ignorant.  But what is the good of trying to 



















　　 “We should stamp every possible world with 
the flatness of our own inanity ─ which is 
necessa r i ly impious , w i thou t f a i th o r 
fellowship.  The refuge you are needing from 
personal trouble is the higher, the religious life, 
which holds an enthusiasm for something more 
than our own appetites and vanities.  The few 
may find themselves in it simply by an 
elevation of feeling; but for us who have to 
struggle for our wisdom, the higher life must 
be a region in which the affections are clad 
with knowledge. . . . Take the present suffering 
as a painful letting in of light, . . . Take your 
fear as a safeguard.  It is like quickness of 
h e a r i n g .   I t  m a y m a k e c o n s e q u e n c e s 
passionately present to you.  Try to take hold of 
your sensibility, and use it as if it were a 


















































　　 It is hard to say how much we could forgive 
ourselves if we are secure from judgment by 
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another whose opinion is the breathing-medium 
of all our joy ─ who brings to us with close 
pressure and immediate sequence that judgment 
of the Invisible and Universal which self-flattery 
and the world＇s tolerance would easily melt and 
disperse.  In this way our brother may be in the 
stead of God to us, and his opinion which has 
pierced even to the joints and marrow, may be 















　　 The word of God is alive and active. It cuts 
more keenly than any two-edged sword, 
piercing so deeply that it divides soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it discriminates 
among the purposes and thoughts of the heart. 
Nothing in creation can hide from him; 
everything lies bare and exposed to the eyes of 




































































共有していた。George Henry Lewes. Physical 
Basis of Mind. London: Trűbner. & Co, 1877；
Shuttleworth (Preface xi-xii)
４．道徳的因果律を自然法則の延長線上に認める見
方は，Eliot が Spinoza と歴史主義的聖書批評
（German Higher Criticism）から学んだ遺産であ
る。Adam Bede（1858） “Consequences are 
unpitying.  Our deeds carry their terrible 
consequences, quite apart from any fluctuations that 
went before ─ consequences that are hardly ever 





ていることを物語っている。“Nature has her 
language, and she is not unveracious; but we don＇t 
know all the intricacies of her syntax just yet, and 
in a hasty reading we may happen to extract the 


























観が生み出したものであると。“R. W. Mackay’s 
The Progress of Intellect” (28)
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